[Ceftazidime in the treatment of purulent meningitis].
Third generation cephalosporins have modified the first-line treatment of bacterial meningitis in adults and children. Among these compounds, ceftazidime has a particularly wide antibacterial spectrum, and clinical results have confirmed its superiority, notably in the treatment of meningitis caused by Pseudomonas spp. It is an excellent first-line empirical treatment while awaiting bacteriological results, but in view of the severity of these diseases and of the dangerous pathogens that are often involved, it seems preferable to combine ceftazidime with an aminoglycoside. Route of administration (systemic or in situ) and duration of treatment must be tailored to each individual case.